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Director, writer and star, Rajat Kapoor, the "godfather" of Indian independent film (“Raghu Romeo”, “Ankhon Dekhi”) has created a charming ‘meta-movie’ about filmmaking itself in his newest, RK/RKAY. Working in the tradition of such classics as “Being John Malkovich” and “The Purple Rose of Cairo”, the film tells the story of a film director whose main character usurps control of the plot line, and eventually, real life.


SYNOPSIS

RK is a filmmaker (played by Rajat Kapoor), making a new picture in which he also plays the lead character of Mahboob. With a high-maintenance actress as the female lead Gulabo (Mallika Sherawat), the film-within-a film is a retro tribute to the cinema of the 1960s. When shooting is finished, and the editing begins, RK has a sinking feeling that the film is not going to come together, that this time he has really screwed up. Sure enough, one afternoon RK gets a call from the editing room – something terrible has happened. Mahboob has "run away, run out of the film" and somehow has entered the real world.

Mahboob is fleeing from the film's cartoonish killers when RK finds him (with the actor embodying both seamlessly in the same absurdist scenes) and brings him home to his wife and kids (who were hoping for Johnny Depp). Mahboob has no idea where he is from, or that he is any different from people around him. The many layers of the story – the multiple characters, unresolved plot lines, magical realism, and people in search of their destiny – all converge in this playful tale.  




THE CAST
Rajat Kapoor (RK and Mahboob) – Rajat Kapoor is a popular theatre and film actor- associated both with mainstream and independent films. Some of his acting work includes films like Dil Chahta Hai (2001), Monsoon Wedding (2001), Corporate (2006), Bheja Fry (2007), Raat Gayi Baat Gayi (2009), Phans gaye re Obama (2010), Antkhon Dekhi (2013), Drishyam (2015), Kapoor and sons (2016), Mantra (2017) Mulk (2018) and Pari (2018).

Mallika Sherawat (Gulabo and Neha) – Mallika Sherawat first captivated Indian audiences in the 2003 ground-breaking film KWAHISH and has since become one of Bollywood’s most popular actresses. 
In 2004, she starred in the film MURDER which was one of India's biggest box office hits that year. She went on to star opposite Jackie Chan in the 2005 film THE MYTH and emerged as a breakout star at the 2005 Cannes Film Festival, with Time Magazine's Richard Corliss calling her "the next big thing." 
Sherawat was seen in the 2010 Indo-American film HISSS with Irrfan Khan for which she was honored with a Kalakar Award for Best Actress. Other popular film credits include DASAVATHARAM, GURU and PYAAR KE SIDE EFFECTS, among others.
Mallika was the first Bollywood actress to meet U.S President Barack Obama, and she was given a special honor by Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa in a council presentation recognizing her as the first Bollywood star to be honored with a Resolution in her name from the City of Los Angeles for her extraordinary career and charitable efforts.  

Ranvir Shorey (KN Singh and Ranvir) – Ranvir Shorey (born 18 August 1972) is an Indian actor and former VJ. Born to a Hindi film producer’s home heo holds a diploma in Digital Film from The Digital Film Academy, New York, and studied acting at the The Atlantic Theatre Company, also in New York. He started his career in Television as a Video Jockey on the immensely popular Channel [V]. Thereafter, he was one of the lead actors of the very successful stand-up & sketch comedy TV show, ‘The Great Indian Comedy Show’ on Star TV. He was then the co-host of the successful talk show, Ranvir Vinay Aur Kaun..? He made his film debut opposite Manisha Koirala in the film Ek Chhotisi Love Story (2002). Besides a successful career in TV & Film, Ranvir Shorey has also garnered rave reviews from critics & audiences alike for his work on stage, debuting with the acclaimed play ‘The Blue Mug’, directed by renowned theatre personality, Atul Kumar, and followed it up by joining the ensemble of ‘C for Clown’, an innovative theatre production by the maverick Rajat Kapoor, that was loved by audiences around the world.  Select films include Ek Chotisi Love Story (2002,)Jism (2003), Lakshya (2004), Mixed Doubles (2006), Traffic Signal (2007), Mithya (2008), Ankhon Dekhi (2013), Titli (2014), Kadakh (2020) and many more.
Chandrachoor Rai (Namit AD) - A graduate of the film and television institute of  India, he made his acting debut with Rajat Kapoor’s Ankhon Dekhi (2013) and has been acting in the Hindi film industry since. Some of his notable works include Dum laga k Haisha (2015), Meri pyari bindu (2017), Upstarts (2019) and Sir (2019) on Netflix to name a few. He received a special mention at the 66th national film awards for his work in the film Kadahk (2019) directed by Rajat Kapoor. Other than watching him on the screen you may spot him running marathons. Chandrachoor will next be seen in Rajat Kapoor’s RK/RKAY, Baba black sheep ( for Amazon Prime) and Pippa, a war film.
Kubbra Sait (Seema) - Kubbra Sait is an Indian Actress. She started hosting shows when she was about thirteen years old. She is a winner of the India's Best female Emcee Award in 2013. She also won Miss Personality in Miss India Worldwide Beauty Pageant in 2009. Sait was praised for her role as a transgender woman named Kukoo in the Netflix show
Sacred Games. She is known for Sultan (2016), Sacred Games (series 2018), Gully Boy (2019), RejctX (series 2019).
Manu Rishi Chadha (Goel Sahab) - Manu Rishi Chadha is an Indian film actor, lyricist, script and dialogue writer. He was born and raised in Delhi. To pursue his dream of becoming an actor he quit college and joined a theatre group called Asmita where he was trained under eminent theatre director Arvind Gaur.
After 10 rewarding years with theatre, Manu Rishi moved to Mumbai to explore opportunities in cinema.
Here he met actor, director Rajat Kapoor, in his early days, and the two collaborated on several plays for Kapoor's theatre group. Manu Rishi considers Rajat Kapoor his mentor and the two together have worked on several successful films like Raghu Romeo, Mixed Doubles and Mithya.  
During this same phase, Manu Rishi collaborated with director Dibakar Banerjee as a writer for the very first time and wrote dialogues for his film Oye Lucky Lucky Oye.
Juggling between acting and writing, Manu Rishi has given us many memorable films like Oye Lucky Lucky Oye , Phas Gaye Re Obama, Kya Dilli Kya Lahore, 21 Topon ki Salaami, Ek Deewana Tha, Mixed Doubles , Mithiya,What The Fish, Life ki toh Lag Gayi, Aankhon Dekhi, Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan, to name a few.
Now he's back as an actor in Rajat Kapoor’s RK/RKay.

THE FILMMAKERS

Rajat Kapoor (Director/Writer/Producer) – Having studied film direction at FTII, Pune (from 1985 to 1988) Rajat Kapoor has been writing and directing films besides being an occasional actor. He is one of the pioneers of the ‘new independent cinema’ in India- that has inspired and motivated a lot of other filmmakers. His directorial ventures include Raghu Romeo, Mixed doubles, Mithya, Fatso, Ankhon Dekhi- all of them an individual and unique voice that has found a resonance with a new kind of Indian audience. He has been awarded the National Film Award three times for his films and has also been deeply involved with theatre – having directed over ten plays, and easily moves between the two mediums.
Key Director Filmography
RK/RKAY				2021
Kadakh				2019
Ankhon Dekhi			2013
Fatso!				2012
Mithya				2011
Mixed Doubles			2006
Raaghu Romeo			2003


Suresh Pai (Editor) – Suresh Pai is an Indian Film Editor. He completed his graduation from Films and Television Institute of India (FTII) Pune. He has won the two National Award for Best Editing for Snip and Page 3. He has worked as an Editor for many feature films, Television Commercials and Corporate AVs. Selected films include Raghu Romeo (2003), Mixed Doubles (2005), Page 3 (2005), Mithya (2007), KachchaLimboo (2011), AnkhonDekhi (2014), Sanctum Of Evil (2016), Muthuramalingam (2017), Kadakh (2020).

Rafey Mahmood (Cinematograher) – Rafey Mahmood  grew up in the city of Allahabad. After completing his graduation in Arts from Allahabad University he went to study Cinematography at the Film and Television Institute of India, Pune. A National Award winner for Cinematography, he has shot a dozen features and many Commercials. Selected credits include Tarana (1995)- short, Private Detective (1995), Raghu Romeo (2003), Mithya (2007), AnkhonDekhi (2013), Cosmic Sex  (2015) and Kadakh (2020). Rafeywon the National Award for best cinematography for his work in TARANA and has been nominated for best cinematographer in Screen Awards 2015 for AnkhonDekhi. He also teaches Cinematography at FTII, Pune and Digital Academy, Mumbai.

[bookmark: _Hlk67530109]Meenal Agarawal (Production Designer) - Meenal Agarwal,is a photographer and a production designer for films. Over the past 10 years she has worked as a production designer on 15 feature films and more than 30 television commercials. Her Feature Films
include Mixed Doubles (2005), Mithya(2007), Bheja Fry(2007), Quick Gun Murugun (2008), AnkhonDekhi (2012), Kadakh (2020) and Bulbbul (2020). Meenal was also nominated for the Best production Designer for Filmfare Awards 2015 for AnkhonDekhi. 

Sagar Desai (Composer) - Sagar Desai grew up in the suburbs of Chicago and jammed on paper, carpeting and guitars with his cousins from an early age. Today he is a well known music director in the Indian Film industry, having worked as music director for many feature films, Television Commercials, TV series etc. Noted films include Mixed Doubles (2005), Bheja Fry (2007), Mithya (2007), Fatso (2009), Quick Gun Murugun (2009), Bheja Fry -2 (2012), AnkhonDekhi (2014), A Death in the Gunj (2016), Kadakh (2020) and many more…

Resul Pookutty (Sound Design) - Resul Pookutty is an Oscar winning Indian Film Sound designer, Sound editor and Sound Mixer. Resul, along with Richard Pryke and Ian Tapp won the Oscar, Academy Award for best Sound Mixing for the film Slumdog Millionaire. He has worked in Hollywood, Hindi, Tamil and Malyalam films. Resul also won the National film Award for Best Audiography for his work in Pazhassi Raja in 2010. In 1995 he completed his graduation from the Films and Television Institute of India (FTII) Pune. Selected films include Private Detective (1995), Raghu Romeo (2003), Mithya (2007), Slumdog Millionaire (2009), AnkhonDekhi (2014), Robot 2.0 (2017) and Kadakh (2020).








DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT – RAJAT KAPOOR
The first idea for this film was born in 2008 when I did the very first draft, which was different in form – but the essence was there.
Then, RK a filmmaker and actor is anxious about something but he cannot put his finger on what it is.
It’s just a sense of anxiety and unease and a premonition of something bad that is going to happen.
And then one day, he discovers that his reflection from the mirror has run away. He is without his reflection- what does that mean? There is no end to his anxiety now.
Later the split part of RK comes back in his life, and kind of takes over his life.
That was the initial draft.
Over the course of next few years, RK/ RKAY metamorphosed in its present avatar.
RK is still a filmmaker, still anxious.
He is currently making a film in which he is also playing the lead character, Mahboob.
The film is shot and the edit is not really going well. RK has a sinking feeling of an impending disaster.
And sure enough, the lead character, Mahboob runs out of the film.
He is gone.
He has run out of the film, and somehow entered in the real world.
RK must find him and send him back to the film, so that they can finish the film.
This was the driving force of the idea- a split.
Also the strong idea of what is destined and what are we free to choose. 
The character Mahboob who is destined to die at the end of the film, rebels against his destiny and runs out of the film as an act of defiance. Just because he is written in a certain way, though he is constrained to act in those ways, yet he must assert his free will to prove that he exists.
And ironically, so must RK.
Beyond that, this film gives me a chance of playing at two planes at once- for the film that RK is making is like a tribute to the ‘muslim social films’ that were extremely popular in the sixties in India. 
So there is the story of RK, in this world- in our world,
And the story of Mahboob which is shot very differently and looks and sounds like a world from another era- 
The film within the film takes on a life of its own, now that the lead character has left. It’s a parallel universe with its own rules.
Mahboob and RK must decide which world they belong to.
When everything is written for them, are they still able to exercise their free will.
That is the crux for me..
-Rajat Kapoor


Q&A WITH RAJAT KAPOOR

Q: Can you talk about crowd-funding for the financing of the film? Is that usual in Indian cinema?
A: No it is anything but usual.
But for me, to find funding for the kind of films that i want to make has always been difficult. These films do not really fall into the category of mainstream cinema that thrives in India, and the star driven system makes it almost impossible for anything else to co-exist. In 2003 for my second film, Raghu Romeo I had attempted crowd funding - and managed to raise a little amount then. That may have been the first film to go this way.. (Shyam Benegal's manthan in 1973 raised money through a farmers' co-operative)

And after 5 films in the intervening 15 years, I found myself going down the same path. It’s not easy- but it’s a measure for desperate times…


Q: You’re the writer/director/actor of RK/RKAY – In a perfect world, if you had to choose only one role, which would you prefer?
A:  In a perfect world I would write and direct and not act generally in the films I make.But RK was different.
Even when I was writing this, I knew that I have to act in this one- that gives the film an extra edge.
Perhaps another actor could have brought another dimension to the role, but I thought it would be more exciting to go down this path.
In the end there is still a question of who actually made THIS film!


Q: Were your cast members your first choices for the roles? 
A: I was sure of Ranvir Shorey to play the role of K N Singh.Ranvir has been the lead actor in 4 of my films (mixed doubles, mithya, fatso, kadakh) and we have worked together in theatre as well.
He is a terrific actor who can almost play anything. So there was no doubt regarding his casting.
Also Manu Rishi Chadha who plays the producer is an old friend, and a wonderful actor.
The women are always more difficult to cast.
I auditioned over 100 actresses.
Then somebody suggested Mallika Sherawat for the role of Gulabo.
Mallika Sherawat is a star- and our worlds are very different, and even as i sent her the script, I wasn't sure she'd want to be a part of a small low budget indie project. But she completely surprised all of us. She brought with her not only great poise and performance, but an incredible enthusiasm and energy. 
Kubbra Sait was another surprise- my first time with her. She was the perfect foil for RK..


Q: Did you rehearse a lot with the actors? Do you have time for rehearsals in low budget Indian film-making?
A: I do not like to rehearse before going on the set.
I believe a lot in the moment.
Before you go on the set, everything is an idea in your head.
Your script is just an idea- what happens on the set- the confluence of energies, that makes the shot.
The ground that the production designer and the costume designer lay, and how the actors and the DOP and the director react then to the lines, to the situation in the script- that is the creative moment.
That needs to be discovered and captured in the moment.
So yeah- on location we rehearse- we change things around, we change dialogues, we write new things… and everyone is free to create,  and we hope that this collaborative energy would create the film.


Q: From a Western cinema perspective one can see the film as a reimagining of “The Purple Rose of Cairo” – would you agree with this? Was this the inspiration for the film?
A: well i knew this question would be asked.
There is a character who runs out of the film- to that extent, yes.
But for me 'rk/rkay' is more like six characters in search of an author.
It is the writer meeting his character, that is the crux of the film.
And what is destined- and how do we exercise free will if everything is written 'up there'.
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